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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A plant-cultivating system comprising: 
a water tank: and 

a plant-cultivating container in the water tank, the container having a r e c e iving 
p ortion an opening for receiving a plant, wherein at least a part of the container is formed of 
body; the container having; a s- at - le a st - a - pert - ion - t^ 

portion comprising a non-porous hydrophilic film comprising a material selected from the group 
consisting of polyvinyl alcohols and copolymers thereof to wh i c h substantkl 4y^-hy4f0phob-ic 
porous film is superimposed, wherein th e s e l e ctive - moistur e vapor permeable p ortion prevents 
d- if e et-eo ntact bet ween the receiving portion and e xt e rnal water; the selectiv e-meisfafe-vapor- 
perme able portion not allowing water to pass therethrough, but - avowing - wat e r -vapor to pass 
t herethrou - g h , wherein water in the water tank is at a level below the opening and in contact with 
the non-porous hydrophilic film. 

2. (Currently Amended) A plant-cultivating container system according to claim 1, 
wherein the mois t ur e - vapor - permeabl e portion non-porous hydrophilic film has a moisture 
vapor-permeability of 1 x 10 3 g/m 2 '24 hours or more. 

3. (Currently Amended) A plant cultivating container system according to claim 1, 
wherein the ra tt o-of-th e surface area of the non-porous hydrophilic film is 20% or more of 
moisture vapor permeable portion to the total outside surface area of the plant cultivating outsid e 
surface of th e container on the sid e th e r e of to b e in contact with water is 20% or more. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A plant-cultivating container system according to claim 
[[1]] 3, wherein the surface area of the non-porous hvdrophilic film is 100% of moisture vapor 
pem eable - pertion - is provided over the total surface area of the plant cultivating container. 

5. (Currently Amended) A plant-cultivating container system according to claim 1, 
wherein the se l ective moi sture vapor p e rm e abl o portion comprises— a— composite material 
comprising- -a- mat e rial havin g sol o otive moisture vapor permeability-which p r event - s-wat e f-from 
passing through-the selective moisture vapor p e rm o able portion, but allows water vapor t o pass 
theretlH*wgh»-afle^meti*er- a water-permeable material different from the non-porous hydrophilic 
film is laminated on the non-porous hvdrophilic film . 

6-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A plant-cultivating method, comprising: 
providing a plant-cultivating container system comprising: 
a water tank containing water; 

a plant cultivating container having a receiving-portion an opening for 
receiving a plant body; the container, h a v-in-g-as ■ at least a portio n-th e r e of, a 
seleeti-ve--ffloisture vapor p e rm e abl e portion comprising wherein at least a part of 
said plant-cultivating container is formed of a non-porous hydrophilic film 
compri s ing made of a material selected from the group consisting of polyvinyl 
alcohols and copolymers thereof to which substantially no hy drop hob l e-fihB - 4s 
superimposed, -whoroin the s e l e ctiv e moistur e vapor p erm e a b l e portion-prevents 
water from passing through th e s e l e ctivo moistur e vapor permeable peftien r - bu t 
all o w n wat e r vapor to pass th e r e throug h wherein the water in the water tank is at a 
level below the opening and in contact with the non-porous hvdrophilic film; and 
a plant-retaining support in the plant-cultivating container; 
placing disposing -a plant body in the plant-retaining support and-a plant body in the 
plant-cultivating container; and 
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allowing the water to contact the plant through the non-porous hydrophilic films, thereby 
cultivating the plant cultivating the plant body whil e causing at least th e -s ele etw ^ -moi s tere 
vapor - p e rm e a bl e por tion to contact water and to pr e v e n t dire ct contaet-betw^ea - the plant body 
and-e - x^ema l- wateF . 

9. (Currently Amended) A plant-cultivating method according to claim 8, wherein 
the temperature of the water in the water tank is contact with the mo i sture-vapor-penneabl e 
peFtiei^4efflpemture-controlled water controlled to maintain a temperature of a rhizosphere of 
the plant within a range from 15 to 25 °C. 

10. (Currently Amended) A plant-cultivating method according to claim 8, wherein 
the water in the water tank contact with the mois tur e vapor-permeab l e - portiefi is water that 
would which as such is not normally be considered suitable for the growth of a plant. 

11. (Currently Amended) A plant-cultivating method according to claim 10, wherein 
the water in the water tank contact w i th the moisture vapor permeable portion is selected from 
the group consisting of salt water, polluted water 4 [[or]] hard water or combinations thereof. 

12. (Cancelled) 
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